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Water	Continues	Down	Oroville	Auxiliary	Spillway		
Flows	Are	Within	Downstream	Capacity 

 

Oroville, Calif. – The relatively light flow of water that began washing into Lake Oroville’s auxiliary 
spillway Saturday morning is expected to continue flowing for the next few days. Total releases from 
the reservoir do not threaten the dam or downstream communities and fall well within the capacity of 
the Feather River and other downstream channels.	

Hampered by serious erosion that opened starting Tuesday on the lower portion of the dam’s main 
spillway, the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) prepared for Lake Oroville to rise to 
its highest level ever. The lake exceeded the elevation of 901 feet above sea level shortly after 8 a.m. 
today, at which point water slowly began to flow over the concrete weir of the auxiliary spillway, down 
a hillside, and into the Feather River. The auxiliary spillway is operating as intended.	

“The flows we’re seeing are extremely low compared to the design of the structure,” said DWR Acting 
Director William Croyle. “Based on our current situation, there is no threat.”	

Flows of between 6,000 cubic feet per second (cfs) and 12,000 cfs are expected to flow into the 
auxiliary spillway for 32 to 58 hours, based on the latest modeling of weather, reservoir inflow and 
other factors. Those flows will stop once discharge from the lake exceeds inflow. Flows into the 
auxiliary spillway are far less than the volume of water washing into the lake from the Feather River 
watershed. That’s because the 16,000-acre surface of the lake acts as a buffer, spreading and 
attenuating inflow.   

In order to help manage reservoir levels, DWR operators also are discharging 55,000 cfs from the 
damaged concrete spillway and expect to continue to do so. Upward erosion on this closely 
monitored, gated spillway has slowed considerably. 
 
DWR focused Saturday on ways to get the Hyatt Power Plant at Oroville Dam back in operation, 
because 14,000 cfs can be discharged from the plant when it is operating, which would help with 
reservoir management. Power generation was halted when the water levels in the channel that leads 
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from the power plant became high enough to compromise operation. Water levels rose when debris 
from the eroded concrete spillway piled up in the channel below. The same erosion also threatens the 
towers that hold the power lines that take electricity from the power plant to the electrical grid; such a 
connection is needed for the power plant to operate. DWR, Pacific Gas & Electric Company, and 
other partners are working to safeguard the hydroelectric facility and power lines.	

Lake conditions, including lake levels, inflows, and outflows can be obtained via a recorded message 
at 530-534-2307. More information is available on the California Data Exchange Center. 

To view and/or download recent pictures, please visit DWR’s photo gallery.  
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http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cdecapp/resapp/resDetailOrig.action?resid=ORO
http://pixel-ca-dwr.photoshelter.com/galleries/C0000OxvlgXg3yfg/G00008r8jhzr6wto/Auxiliary-Spillway

